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Principles of RE at St Nicholas CE First School
‘An important element in the distinctiveness of Church Schools will lie in the emphasis on the quality of religious
education in the curriculum, which whilst covering other faiths will give particular weight to the Christian faith as
held by the Church of England’. Excellence and distinctiveness

At St Nicholas CE First School, Religious Education :
• Promotes awe and wonder.
• Equips children with knowledge of Christianity Sikhism and Islam.
•

Encourages and promote questioning skills.
• Teaches tolerance and diversity.
• Celebrates each child uniqueness.

• Promote pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and to prepare all pupils for the
opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of the present and the future

What is Religious Education?
Religious Education makes a distinctive contribution to the school curriculum by developing pupils' knowledge and
understanding of religion, religious beliefs, practices, language and traditions and their influence on individuals,
communities, societies and cultures. It enables pupils to consider and respond to a range of important questions
related to their own spiritual development, the development of values and attitudes and fundamental questions
concerning the meaning and purpose of life.

Religious Education is an essential component of a broad and balanced education.
Religious Education is concerned with the deep meaning that individuals and groups make of their experiences and
how this helps them give purpose to their lives. It provides opportunities to explore, make and respond to the
meanings of those experiences in relation to the beliefs and experiences of others as well as to one's own
experiences.
All schools have to teach RE but parents can withdraw their children for all or part of the lessons after discussions
with the head teacher.

How is RE taught?
RE is taught for 1 hour per week from Year 1 – 4 following the Lichfield Diocese Agreed Syllabus and the
Understanding Christianity schemes of work. Reception also use these documents to assist their planning and
delivery of lessons. In Early Years RE is taught through the specific strand ‘Understanding of the World’ and will also
celebrate other festival in the religious calendar such as Diwali.
The Understanding Christianity scheme was introduce in April 2017 and it has proved to be a successful tool in
helping children understand stories and parables and to make connections and links to their lives, the lives of people
in the community and between faiths. This approach has led to children at St Nicholas First School having excellent
religious literacy which was commented upon in the SIAMs report 2018.

How will pupils learn?
Children will begin their learning on a topic through the use of a ‘big questions’ for example ‘Why do Christians put a
cross in the Easter garden?’ Children are asked to write or respond to this questions. In doing this a base line
assessment is carried out. Throughout the topic children to explore answers to this question through stories, drama,
real life experiences, visits and speakers. At the end of the topic children will revisit the questions and responses
collected. This allow assessments to be monitored to see how much progress has been made.

What will pupils learn?

Pupils will learn the following in each year group:

How does it promote fundamental British Values?
RE lessons at St Nicholas offer a structured and safe space during curriculum time for reflection, discussion, dialogue
and debate. The excellent teaching of RE enables pupils to learn to think for themselves about British values. In RE
children learn the skills and develop attitudes that help protect themselves and others from harm throughout their
lives.
The RE classroom must be a democratic classroom where all pupils have an equal right to be heard and democracy
is modelled by the teacher and expected of every child. In RE children examine different codes for living and
consider the value of the rule of law where all people are equal before the law. They consider questions about
identity and belonging. Religion is a good case study of the balance between individual liberty and the greater good.
RE can challenge pupils to be increasingly respectful and to celebrate diversity of different cultures, faiths and
beliefs.

How does it promote SMSC?
SMSC is a whole-school responsibility to which RE plays a significant part. The aspects of development highlighted below are
those for which RE has a particular contribution to make.
The spiritual development of children is shown by their
* ability to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in
and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values.
* sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them
* use of imagination and creativity in their learning
* willingness to reflect on their experiences
The moral development of children is shown by their:
* ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong and to readily apply this understanding in their own lives,
* understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and actions
* interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical issues and ability to understand and appreciate
the viewpoints of others on these issues

How does it promote SMSC?
The social development of pupils is shown by their:
* use of a range of social skills in different contexts, for example working and socialising with other pupils, including those
from different religious, and ethnic backgrounds.
* willingness to participate in a variety of communities and social settings, including by volunteering, cooperating well
with others and being able to resolve conflicts effectively
* acceptance and engagement with the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and
mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs; they develop and demonstrate skills and attitudes
* that will allow them to participate fully in and contribute positively to life in modern Britain

The cultural development of pupils is shown by their:
* understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage and those
of others
* understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures within school and further afield as an essential
element of their preparation for life in modern Britain
* willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical, sporting and cultural opportunities
* interest in exploring, improving understanding of and showing respect for different faiths and cultural diversity and the
extent to which they understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity, as shown by their tolerance and attitudes
towards different religious, ethnic groups in the local, national and global communities

