SEND Information Report
At St Nicholas we aim to provide, within a Christian Foundation, the highest standards of
education and care. We recognise and celebrate the limitless potential of all our children and
seek to maximise their enjoyment and enthusiasm for learning. However, for some children
either throughout or at any time during their time in school they may need additional support to
help them achieve their potential. Here you will find some additional information about how we
support children with Special Educational Needs and / or Disabilities (SEND).

Who are the best people to talk to about my child’s difficulties with learning?
Your child’s class teacher:
Your child’s class teacher will have a good understanding of how your child is progressing in school. They will
be able to talk to you about their observations and support yourwith strategies that work in school.
Your child’s class teacher will:


Check on the progress of your child and identify, plan and deliver any additional help your child may
need, this could be targeted work or additional support. They will consult with the SENCO as necessary.



Create plans which outline any additional provision which may be required.



Write Individual Education Plans (IEPs) which will be shared and reviewed these with pupils (where
appropriate) and parents each term.



Personalise teaching and learning for your child



Ensure that the school’s SEND Policy is followed in their classroom and for all the pupils they teach with
any needs.

St Nicholas SENCO, Miss Pugh:
Miss Pugh is the school’s SENCO. Miss Pugh supports children, staff and families in accessing additional
support needed for a child to access school life.
The SENCO, Miss Pugh will:


Develop and review annually the school’s SEND policy and SEND Information Report.



Co-ordinate all the support for children with SEND



Ensure that you and your child are: 1) involved in supporting your child’s learning. 2) kept informed
about the support your child is getting 3) involved in reviewing how they are doing.



Liaise with all other professionals who may come in to school to help support your child’s learning.



Update the school’s SEND register (a system for ensuring that all the SEND needs of pupils in this school
are known) and make sure that records of your child’s progress and needs are kept.



Provide specialist support or training for teachers and support staff in the school, so that they can help
children with SEND in the school to achieve the best progress possible.

St Nicholas Head Teacher, Miss Parker:
Miss Parker takes a very active role with SEND children and their families. She supports children and
families in accessing the support needed for each child to succeed in school.
The Heat Teacher, Miss Parker will:


Lead and oversee the day-to-day management of all aspects of the school; including support for
children with SEND.



Ensure that the Governing Body is kept up to date about issues relating to SEND.

Who is the SEND Governor?
St Nicholas SEND Governor, Mrs Wright:
Mrs Wright has extensive knowledge and experience of children with SEND.
The SEND Governor, Mrs Wright will:


Make sure that the necessary support is given for any child with SEND who attends
the school.



Liaise with school SENCO, Head teacher and the Governing body.

What are the different types of support available for children with SEND in our
school?
Excellent Targeted Classroom Teaching
For your child this would mean:


That the teacher has the highest possible expectations for your child and all pupils in their class.



That all teaching is built on what your child already knows, can do and can understand.



That different methods of teaching are in place, so that your child is fully involved in learning in class.



That specific strategies are in place to support your child to learn.



Your child’s teacher will have carefully checked on their progress and will have decided that your child
has a gap or gaps in their understanding/learning and needs some extra support to help them make the
best possible progress.

Specific Group Work or Interventions
For your child, this may be:


Delivered in the classroom or another area.



Delivered by a teacher or a trained teaching assistant (TA).



Specialist sessions run by outside agencies, e.g. Speech and Language therapy.



Local Authority services: such as the Educational Psychologist, Occupational Therapy or Special
Educational Needs Support Service.

Specified Individual Support:
This type of support is available for children whose learning needs are severe, complex and possibly lifelong.
This is usually provided via an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP).
This means your child will have been identified by professionals as needing a particularly high level of
individual support or small-group teaching. This type of support is available for children with specific barriers
to learning that cannot be overcome through high quality class teaching and intervention groups.

How can my child access specialist support?
You may be asked to give your permission for the school to refer your child to a specialist professional. This
will help us all to understand your child’s particular needs better and be able to support them more effectively
in school and at home.
The specialist professional will work with your child to understand their needs and make recommendations.

What if my child continues to not make progress in school?
If your child is identified as continuing to find school life and / or learning difficult and is making limited
progress your child’s class teacher will discuss the next appropriate steps with the SENCO, Miss Pugh.
Miss Pugh will set up a meeting with you to discuss:


Any concerns you may have.



Plan any additional support your child or family may need.



Any referrals to outside professionals and the advice given to support your child both at home and in
school.



Whether there are any additional strategies that we can use in school.



Referring your child to the SEND Hub.

What is the SEND Hub?
The SEND Hub is a group of educational professionals which includes SENCOs, Head Teachers and heads of
services such as Speech and Language, Behavioural Support, Educational Psychologists. They meet every halfterm to talk about children who are finding school difficult. At the meeting, actions and strategies are agreed
to support the child. The relevant professionals will then go away and put these in place. At the next meeting,
they review the actions and discuss if they have worked.
During these meetings SENCOs and Head Teachers are able to bid / request the support from additional
services such as Educational Psychologists. This is allocated by the hub on an assessment of need.
If your child is discussed at the SEND Hub, all information is held confidentially and you must give your
consent.

How is extra support allocated to children, and how do they progress in their learning?
The school budget, received from the Education Funding Agency, includes money for supporting children with
SEND. The Governors, Head teacher and SENCO decide on the deployment of resources for Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities on the basis of needs in the school. The Head Teacher and the SENCO
discuss all the information they have about SEND in the school including; the children getting extra support
already, the children needing extra support, the children who have been identified as not making as much
progress as would be expected. From this information, they will decide what resources, training and support
are required. The school identifies the needs of pupils on a provision map. This identifies all support given
within each class and is reviewed at least termly; changes are made as needed, so that the needs of children
are met, and resources are deployed as effectively as possible.

Which other services provide support for
children with SEND in our school?

How does the school support teachers in
teaching children with SEND?

Local Authority provision delivered in our school:


Educational Psychology Service



SaLT (Speech and Language Therapy)



SEND Family Partnership Services; offers
impartial support and advice for parents of
children with SEND.



Autism Outreach Team (AOT)



Family Support Services

Health Provision delivered in our school:


Child Adult Mental Health Service (CAMHS)



Optical Nurse - eye screening.



Occupational Therapy (OT)



Physiotherapy



Diabetic nurse

The Head Teacher and SENCO are responsible for
ensuring that all staff are able to plan and deliver
teaching that is appropriate for the needs of children
with SEND.
The school provides training and support to enable
all staff to improve the teaching and learning of all
children, including those with SEND. This includes
whole school training on SEND issues, such as
Autistic Spectrum Conditions, Dyslexia or Attachment
and Trauma. Some individual members of staff may
attend training courses run by outside agencies that
are relevant to the needs of specific children in their
class or may link with staff from other schools who
have been recommended as excellent practitioners.
Staff are asked annually to consider their CPD needs
in regards to SEND and training is provided either
through outside agencies or by the SENCO and Head
Teacher.

These are allocated to our school based on need.

How will we measure your child’s progress
in school?
We have a robust system in school to monitor,
assess and review the progress of all our children.
Your child’s progress will be continually monitored by
their class teacher. The class teacher will also ensure
that progress in intervention groups is closely
monitored through discussion with the teaching
assistant and those specialist teachers who may
deliver interventions for your child.
All children with SEND have their targets assessed
and reviewed on at least a termly basis, this will then
form the basis of future planning and targets for
your child.
At the end of each Key Stage (i.e. at the end of Year
2), all children are required to be formally assessed
using Standard Assessment Tests (SATS).
The progress of children with an EHC Plan will be
formally reviewed at an Annual Review with all
adults involved with the child’s education.
Regular book scutinies and lesson observations will
be carried out by the SENCO and other members of
the Senior Management Team.
* Governors review reports on the progress and
attainment of SEND pupils as a group within each
year and compare the gap between them and nonSEND peers.

How will teaching be adapted for my child
with SEND?

Class teachers plan lessons according to the specific
needs of all groups of children in their class. This
means that although the class may be working
towards the same objective, tasks will be
differentiated to suit the ability levels of all and will
ensure that your child’s needs are met.


Specific resources, strategies or interventions
will be used to support your child individually
or as part of a group.



Planning and teaching will be adapted or
differentiated, on a daily basis if needed, to
meet your child’s learning needs. This will also
include homework tasks.



Support staff and teaching staff may deliver
small group or individual interventions
including precision teaching approaches to
meet your child’s learning needs.

What support do we have for you as a parent and your family?
We have an ‘open door policy’ at our school and you are welcome to come and speak to your child’s class
teacher, teaching assistant, the school SENCO or the Head teacher. We will always listen and do our best to
support your child and family.
We can ensure that:


School staff are available to discuss your child’s progress or any concerns you may have and to share
information about what is working well at school and strategies you may try at home. Please let us know
if you have strategies that may be useful in school.



The SENCO is available to meet with you to discuss any concerns/worries you may have.



Targets and IEPs will be reviewed with you and your child’s involvement every term.



A home-school book may be used to support communication with you when this has been agreed with
your child’s class teacher.



An ‘Early Help Assessment’ can be put in place as needed to ensure that all professionals involved with
you and your child can come together to discuss your child’s needs and create an action plan.

How is our school accessible to children with SEND?


The school is on a split-level with easy access ramps.



We have disabled toilet facilities in main school and in the Nursery buildings.



We ensure where ever possible that equipment used is accessible to all children.



We believe that all children are entitled to participate in extra-curricular activities and will make
reasonable adjustments to support those with SEND.



Our breakfast and after-school provision is accessible to all children, including those with SEND.

How will we support your child’s social and emotional needs?
We are sensitive to the fact that some children have emotional and social needs that need to be developed
and nurtured. As a school we follow a structured PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education ) curriculum to
support this development. However, for those children who find aspects of this difficult we offer:


Additional lunchtime support delivered by teaching assistants.



A buddy system as required to support children during playtimes.



Class specific nurture groups.



Outreach support when appropriate through Child Adult Mental Health Service (CAMHS)



Family support in the home through the Local Support Team.



Support from an experienced and skilled school nurse.



Our after-school clubs are inclusive of all pupils whatever their need, subject to risk assessment.

How will we support your child when joining our school, moving between classes or
leaving our school?
If your child is joining us from another school:


The SENCO will speak with your child’s previous setting / school. If required they may go and visit the
setting / school.



Your child will be able to visit our school and stay for a ‘taster session’ to meet their new teacher and
classmates.



If your child would be helped by a book/passport to support them in understand moving on, then one
will be made for them.



A 1-Page-Profile may also be used to help others understand your child and their needs.

If your child is moving to another school:


We will contact the school SENCO and ensure that they know about any special arrangements or
support that need to be put in place for your child. Where possible, a transition meeting will take place
with the SENCO from the new school which parents are encouraged to attend.



We will make sure that all records about your child are passed on as soon as possible.



If your child would be helped by a book/passport to support them in understand moving on, then one
will be made for them.



A 1-Page-Profile may also be used to help others understand your child and their needs.

When moving classes in school:


You and your child will be able to meet with their new class teacher and should you or the SENCO wish
to, the SENCO will discuss your child’s needs in a specific meeting.



All children spend a session meeting their new teacher in their new classroom, further opportunities for
children with SEND will take place through specific transition activities.



If your child would be helped by a book/passport to support them in understand moving on, then one
will be made for them.



A 1-Page-Profile may also be used to help others understand your child and their needs.

What can I do if I am unhappy with the support given to my child with SEND?
We do our best to ensure that all our children have the opportunity to flourish and achieve to the very best of
their ability. Inevitably there may be times when, parents feel, we have simply not been able to do that. If you
feel that things are not going as well as you had expected, you can:
* Arrange to speak to your child’s teacher, the SENCO or Head teacher.
* Contact the Parent Partnership Service for support and advice.
* Write a letter explaining your concerns to the Chair of Governors;
Mr Matthew Jevons
St Nicholas C of E First School
Belvide Gardens
Codsall
Wolverhampton
WV8 1AN

